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Abstract: 
Non-speaking older children are sometimes rejected as being suitable for psychoanalytic 
psychotherapy. This presentation describes the application of infant observation principles to 
work with a parents’ and children’s group, nurses’ reflective practice group, school setting 
and individual psychoanalytic psychotherapy to children who are immobile, not speaking or 
eating. These principles can be used with other less ill children in psychiatric units and family 
therapy session. 
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