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In this talk, I focus on understanding the
concept of ‘difference’ as an educational idea. I
argue this notion has shaped the discipline of
philosophy of education in the modern era, and
has an important role to play in discussions of
the future of education and democratic society.
First, I discuss how notions of learning from
difference emerge in both European and
American traditions of education philosophical
thinking. I then turn attention to the work of
John Dewey to discuss the secularised nature of
his concept of difference and show how this is
part of his move away from the religious
foundations of education and toward a broader
inclusive, philosophical foundation centered on
human difference as educative. I suggest that
Dewey's concept of educational difference
places him within the tradition of non-
affirmative education, which values the younger
generation’s critical contributions to societal
futures. In closing, I discuss the role of
philosophy of education in sustaining the
educational notion of difference [bildende
Bedeutung on Andersheit], and how this
inclusive educational notion is vital for
countering divisive political notions of otherness
today.
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