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Werkstatt mit 
Prof. Dr. Giorgos Tsiolis

CASE-RECONSTRUCTIVE 
ANALYSIS OF TRANSFORMATIVE 
PROCESSES TOWARDS BECOMING 
A NON-DRUG-USER

According to the relevant literature the 
process of recovery from drug addiction can 
be considered as a struggle of an ex-user to 
construct a non-addict identity for him or herself. 
This transformative and transitional process has 
a character of “biographical work”. The core 
mechanism of “biographical work” is the auto-
biographical narrative praxis:  the individuals, 
during their living in a (drug-free) therapeutic 
community, are exercised through daily practices 
in biographical reflection; they are invited to 
construct a new identity of self, away from 
drug use, by reworking their biography. In the 
workshop will be discussed analytical tools 
for empirically reconstructing “biographical 
work” in the case of recovering narratives. 
It will be argued that a case-reconstructive 
analysis of addicts’ narratives of recovery, 
generated by autobiographical interviews, can 
reveal pragmatic aspects of biographical work 
procedures, which take place during the therapy.

Das in der Werkstatt gemeinsam bearbeitete 
Fallmaterial besteht aus Traksriptauszügen 
in englischer Sprache (übersetzt aus dem 
Griechischen); das Werkstattsgespräch selbst 
kann in englischer und deutscher Sprache 
stattfinden.

Öffentlicher Vortrag 
mit anschließender Diskussion

DRUG ADDICTION TREATMENT 
AS BIOGRAPHICAL WORK: 
THE NARRATIVE CONSTRUCTION 
OF A NON-ADDICT IDENTITY

Prof. Dr. Giorgos Tsiolis ist seit 2007 Professor 
für Qualitative Methoden in der soziologischen 
Forschung am Fachbereich für Soziologie 
der University of Crete (Griechenland). 
Seine Arbeitsschwerpunkte sind: Theorie und 
Methodologie der Sozialforschung, Methoden 
der interpretativen qualitativen Forschung, 
Biographieforschung.
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